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ick, Lee Horton, Lone Wolf, opposes.
The At-Large #1 director seat is 

up for election. The seat is currently 
held by Roy Perryman, Stigler. Op-
ponents are Matt Burris, Stratford, 
and Ryan Plemmons, Broken Bow.

County and local policy resolu-
ions received by the offi ce of the sec-
retary are now being considered by 
the AFR/OFU Policy Committee.

Bylaw proposals have been 
considered by the AFR/OFU By-
law Committee and will be pub-
lished on the website (www.
iafr.com) according to bylaw 
requirements. 

Both dues-alone and policyholder 
members are eligible to attend con-
vention as delegates, but dues-alone 
members are only allowed to vote on 
matters of the cooperative. Policy-
holders are eligible to vote on both 
cooperative and insurance matters.

Only registered delegates wear-
ing a delegate badge may vote in the 
election of offi cers and directors.

Delegates to the NFU Convention 
in Wichita, Kan., March 14-17 will be 
elected at state convention on the af-
ternoon of Saturday, Feb. 14.  

Deceased AFR policyholders and 
OFU members who have passed 
since last convention and are listed 
in the AFR/OFU Memorial Roll will 
be remembered in a memorial recog-
nition held during general session.    

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL POLICY-
HOLDERS’ MEETING OF THE AMERI-
CAN FARMERS & RANCHERS MUTU-
AL INSURANCE COMPANY

In accordance with Article III, 
Section 1, of the Bylaws of the Ameri-
can Farmers & Ranchers Mutual In-
surance Company, notice is hereby 
given that the 2015 Annual Meeting 
of the Policyholders of the American 
Farmers & Ranchers Mutual Insur-
ance Company will take place at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel, 2501 Confer-
ence Drive, Norman, Okla., February 
13-14, 2015 beginning at 1:15 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 13, 2015. Registration 
will begin at 9 a.m. with the meeting 
scheduled to convene at 1:15 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 13, 2015. Presentations 
of business and fi nancial reports, 
election of offi cers and directors, 
consideration of proposed bylaw 
amendments, and other necessary 
business will be conducted at this 
meeting. 

Terry Detrick, President 
Paul Jackson, Secretary

Sweet Spirit Foods Finds Success with FAPC

Many churches operate day care 
centers, preschools or even private 
schools as part of their outreach 
ministry and supplemental revenue 
stream to congregational giving. 
However, Christian Life Missionary 
Baptist Church in Oklahoma City 
took a unique approach by establish-
ing Sweet Spirit Foods in July 2002.

This unique entrepreneurial en-
terprise was launched under the vi-
sion and leadership of Pastor Jayel 
Jacobs, Jr. and the late Joyce Jacobs 
with one “Snowie building,” a mobile 
building with a self-contained water 
system, sinks, hand washing, hot wa-
ter heater and other requirements of 
the Department of Health. 

Later, Sweet Spirit Foods would 
operate two mobile food trucks, four 
Snowie buildings, a convenience 
store and a car wash serving Okla-
homa City, and a restaurant serving 
Langston, Okla., all run by church 
member volunteers.

The church soon focused on 
marketing Sweet Spirit’s barbecue 
sauces. Janee (Gipson) Jacobs, who 
married Pastor Jacobs following the 
passing of his fi rst wife, began to 
drive that part of its mission.

The project of having Sweet Spirit 
barbecue sauce professionally bot-

tled came about during the same 
time Janee Jacobs was diagnosed 
with breast cancer.

“God knew exactly what I need-
ed,” she said. “I was going to ra-
diation treatments every day, and I 
would come home and sit in front of 
the window with the church’s laptop. 
I didn’t know where to begin, but I 
knew the Internet would at least get 
me started.”

One of the fi rst websites that Ja-
cobs pulled up was step-by-step in-
struction on how to bottle barbecue 

sauce for sale to the public. The ar-
ticle discussed a low-cost way of hav-
ing the sauce tested that suggested 
taking it to a local university.

In June 2003, Jacobs contacted 
Chuck Willoughby, FAPC business 
and marketing relations manager, to 
help identify a co-packer and obtain 
nutrition facts information.

“Being an Oklahoma State Uni-
versity graduate, I was 
drawn to the campus 
I called home,” Jacobs 
said. “It was there that 

God connected us to Willoughby. 
From day one, he has been a great 
adviser. When we don’t know what 
to do or how to do it, but we want to 
do it right, we involve Chuck.”  

Willoughby has been working 
with Sweet Spirit Foods for 11 years. 

“I remember when Janee fi rst 
called and noted that their sauce was 
really popular in their restaurant and 
how they wanted to sell it as a fun-
draiser in front of stores and even 
door to door,” Willoughby said. “I 
thought that was a very creative ap-
proach to entering the market, given 
the numerous brands of barbecue 
sauce already available.”

FAPC has continued to work with 
Sweet Spirit Foods over the years, 
providing trade show opportunities 
and label review for Food and Drug 
Administration compliance, brain-
storming marketing ideas, offering 
feedback for its revised website and 
taking new product photos.

Sweet Spirit Foods is now a Made 
in Oklahoma vendor selling outside 
Boone Pickens Stadium before, dur-
ing and after each home game.

“The Sweet Spirit family grows 
each game day with wonderful peo-
ple from right here in Oklahoma and 
other states as well,” she said. 

If you have a food product idea you would like to commercialize, FAPC can help you. 
Call 405-744-6071, email fapc@okstate.edu or visit www.fapc.biz. FAPC photo

Contributed by
MANDY GROSS

FAPC Communications

Continued from CONVENTION, 1

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OF  THE OKLAHOMA STATE UNION
OF THE FARMERS EDUCATION-
AL AND COOPERATIVE UNION OF 
AMERICA, INC.

In accordance with Article VII, 
Section 1, of the Bylaws of the Okla-
homa State Union of the Farmers 
Educational and Cooperative Union 
of America, Inc., the 2015 Annual 
Membership Meeting of the Oklaho-
ma State Union of the Farmers Edu-
cational and Cooperative Union of 
America, Inc., will be held at the Em-
bassy Suites Hotel, 2501 Conference 
Drive, Norman, Okla., February 13-
14, 2015. Registration will begin at 9 
a.m. with the meeting scheduled to 
convene at 1:15 p.m. Friday, Feb. 13, 
2015.   Presentations of business and 
fi nancial reports, election of offi cers 
and directors, consideration of pro-
posed bylaw amendments, consider-
ation and adoption of policy resolu-
tions, and other necessary business 
will be conducted at this meeting.

Terry Detrick, President 
Paul Jackson, Secretary

The AFR/OFU Political Ac-
tion Committee works for you 
by supporting the organization’s 
legislative efforts. Help your 
voice be heard by supporting 
your PAC!

All items are accepted. Exam-
ples of donated items include:

Household Items
Yard Ornaments
Decorative Items
Collectors Items
Memorabilia
Furniture
Paintings
Metal Art
Jewelry
Quilts

Please donate PAC items by 
Friday, Feb. 13 at 7 p.m. For 
more information, contact Steve 
Thompson at 405-218-5563.

Don’t forget to donate to 

the PAC Auction!

Bylaw proposals have 
been considered by the 

bylaws committee and will 
be published on the website 
(www.iafr.com) according 

to bylaw requirements. 

NOTICE! NOTICE!
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Rich Heritage, Bright Future
AFR/OFU State Convention 2015

Schedule of Events
Friday, Feb. 13, 2015
9 a.m.        Registration, PAC, Ticket Sales, Trade Show Open
                 Agent Resource Room Opens
9:30 a.m.  Policy Committee Meeting 
       Delegate Bylaws Info Session & Lunch    Jeri D. Towler, Attorney
11:15 a.m.  Agent Recognition Luncheon    Sp. by Willis Re
                   Pledge of Allegiance    Justin Cowan, At-Large Director #2
       Luncheon Guest Speaker    Insurance Comm. John Doak

FIRST GENERAL SESSION
1 p.m.       Door Prizes    Sp. by Custom Promotional Products
       Beef Certifi cates    Sp. by the Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Association
       Invocation    Lendell Birdsong, Chaplain
       Pledge of Allegiance    Mike Humble, At-Large Director #3
1:15 p.m.   Calls to Order    Terry Detrick, President
         Meeting Notices, Convention Rules, Committees 
       & Appointments    Anita Poole Endsley, Parliamentarian
       Bylaws Changes Purpose/Overview    Jeri D. Towler, Attorney
       Bylaws & Articles Consideration    Terry Detrick, Pres. & Chair
       Election Committee Report    Paul Jackson, Chairman
       Candidate Speeches    Paul Jackson, Chairman
       Voting Opens
                   Milk & Cookies Break    Sp. by DairyMAX & Cox Communications
        Great American Milk Drive    Maddie Cook, Okla. Dairy Princess
       CEO Report    Richard Herren, Chief Executive Offi cer
       Financials Report    Tara Brooks, CFO & Treasurer
       Membership Report    Paul Jackson, Secretary
       Vice President Report    John Porter, Vice President
       President Report    Terry Detrick, President
       NFU Policy Report    Brett Morris, Grady County Farmers Union 
        Consideration & Adoption of Policy    
       Phil Berkenbile, Policy Committee Chair
6:30 p.m.  Kids Corral & Pizza Adventure

SECOND GENERAL SESSION
7 p.m.       AFR/OFU Veteran’s Tribute
       Pledge of Allegiance    Roy Perryman, At-Large Director #1
       Youth Program    Blaire Boyer, Youth Coordinator
       Poster Contest Winners
       AFR/OFU Touchbearer Recognition
       State Scholarship Recipients
       Youth “Year in Review”
       Past Youth Participant Remarks 
       Amber Moser McNeil, Program Manager, Corvias Military Living
         Remarks    Taylor Spears, Miss National High School Rodeo Queen
                    Live & Silent PAC Auction
9 p.m.       Northwest Area Meeting
       Registration, Voting, Ticket Sales Close

Saturday, Feb. 14, 2015
8 a.m.       Registration, Voting, Ticket Sales, Trade Show Open
       Silent Auction Continues

THIRD GENERAL SESSION
8:15 a.m.   Door Prizes    Sp. by Custom Promotional Products
       Beef Certifi cates    Sp. by the Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Association
             Invocation    Lendell Birdsong, Chaplain

              Pledge of Allegiance    Joe Ed Kinder, District 2 Director
       Sponsor Remarks    Danna Fowble, Clean Line Energy
          “Cutting Edge Technologies & Agriculture Application”
       Moderated by Jim Shelton, District 3, Director
       “Feeding the World: Meeting the Demand”    (Speaker Invited)
         “Farming Weather Technology & Forecasting the Future”
       Al Sutherland, Oklahoma Mesonet, Norman
       “Livestock Challenges & Opportunities”    (Speaker Invited)
         “Emerging Field Technologies & Applications”
         Ryan Johnson, PinPoint Inegrated Sltns Specialist, P&K Equip., Enid
10:30 a.m. Milk & Cookies Break    Sp. by DairyMAX & Clean Line Energy
10:45 a.m. Youth Partnership Remarks
       Tom Manske, Development Director, Oklahoma 4-H Foundation
       Remarks    Roger Johnson, NFU President      
11:45 a.m. Women’s Luncheon
            Whitney Danker, State Advocacy & Public Policy Director
         Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma
12 p.m.       Ticket Sales & Silent Auction Close
       NFU Delegates Card Deadline

FOURTH GENERAL SESSION
1:15 p.m.   Memorial Service & Recognition
1:45 p.m.   Door Prizes    Sp. by Custom Promotional Products
                    Beef Certifi cates    Sp. by the Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Assoc.
1:30 p.m.   Sponsor Remarks    Susan Lively Allen, DairyMAX
         “Communicating Agriculture: How to Talk the Talk”
       Moderated by Terry Peach, District 1 Director
        Ron Hays, Radio Okla. Network, Mike Dain, Okla. News Network, 
          Kirby Smith, Public Information Manager, ODAFF
2 p.m.       Registration & Voting Booths Close
2:30 p.m.  Remarks    Dr. Thomas Coon, VP, Dean and Director of DASNR, OSU
2:45 p.m.  Election Results, Completion of Business
       NFU Delegates Election
3 p.m.       Milk & Cookies Break    Sp. by DairyMAX & Clean Line Energy
3:30 p.m.  Breakout Session: “Succession Planning:  Are You Ready?”
                    Shannon Ferrell, OSU, & Mike Mayberry, Oklahoma Ag Mediation
       Agent’s Association Meeting
4 p.m.        Trade Show Closes
6 p.m.        VIP Guests Reception

CONVENTION BANQUET
6:30 p.m.  Banquet Doors Open
       Pre-Session Entertainment    Beth Hallum
7 p.m.       Welcome    Terry Detrick, President
       Invocation    Lendell Birdson, Chaplain
       Pledge of Allegiance    Bob Holley, District 4, Director
       National Anthem    Beth Hallum
       Dinner    Pork entrée sponsored by Oklahoma Pork Council
       Dinner Entertainment    Kyle Dillingham & Horseshoe Road
       Sponsor Remarks  Roy Lee Lindsey, Exec. Dir., Okla. Pork Council
       County Leadership Achievement Award
       Remarks    Garrett Reed, Oklahoma State FFA President
       Remarks    U.S. Senator James Lankford (Invited)
       Meritorious Service Recognition    James McManus
       Entertainment    “Jarrett Doughtery: Live from Branson Comedy”
        Grand Door Prize Drawing    Sp. by Farm Credit and P&K Equipment
       Sponsor Remarks    Farm Credit and P&K             
       God Bless America    Beth Hallum
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Convention Special Guests
  Vice President, Dean 

and Director of the 

Division of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural 

Resources, OSU

Farm News Director of 

the Oklahoma AgriNet

State Advocacy & Public 

Policy Director,

Regional Food Bank of 

Oklahoma

Associate Professor 

specializing in Ag Law, 

OSU Department of 

Agricultural Economics 

Director of Farm Program-

ming, Radio Oklahoma 

Network, Griffi n Communi-

cations

President of National 

Farmers Union

PinPoint Inegrated Solu-

tions Specialist, P&K 

Equipment, Enid

Executive Director, 

Oklahoma Agri-

culture Mediation 

Program

Public Information 

Manager, Oklahoma 

Dept. of Agriculture, 

Food and Forestry

Agricultural Coor-

dinator of the OSU 

Mesonet, National 

Weather Center                                

Dr. Thomas Coon

Mike Dain

Whitney Danker

Dr. Shannon Ferrell

Ron Hays

Roger Johnson

Ryan Johnson

Mike Mayberry

Kirby Smith

Al Sutherland

Kyle Dillingham & 
Horseshoe Road
2011 International Acoustic Music Award 

winner, Bluegrass/Country category
Get ready for a high energy, uplift-

ing musical experience. With an eclectic 
musical style including blues, bluegrass, 
gypsy jazz, Western swing, country, rock 
and gospel, Horseshoe Road blends an 
earthy genre of music they call Heart-
land Acoustic.  

Kyle Dillingham of Oklahoma City, 
started playing the violin when he was 
nine. While still in high school, Dilling-

ham was featured with Roy Clarke and twice on Nashville’s Grand Ole 
Opry. He later toured with western-swing legend, Hank Thompson. 
Kyle has taken his music to over 30 countries earning him the title of 
“Oklahoma’s Musical Ambassador.” 

Jarrett Doughtery as 

Mr. M. T.  Arms
One of the Funniest Acts in Branson! 

Raised in Ava, Mo., Jarrett Dougherty 
has always elicited laughter from those 
around him. During his school years, 
Dougherty was notorious for causing 
comedic disruptions. He spent so much 
time in the principal’s offi ce he was often 
mistaken for the assistant principal!

After traveling for years as the drum-
mer for award-winning musical groups, 
Dougherty returned to his home state, 

settling near Branson in 1995. He quickly gained popularity in the en-
tertainment community for his musical and comedic talents. Currently, 
he is co-starring with country music artist, Billy Dean, at The Starlite 
Theatre. His side-splitting humor has earned him recognition as one of 
Branson’s funniest comedians.
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Candidates Gear Up for Convention Election
The offi cer seat of vice president  

is up for election. It is currently held 
by John Porter, Edmond. Opponents 
for the seat are Monte Womack, Mor-
ris, and Eric Bilderback, El Reno.

John Porter, Edmond
J o h n 

Porter, a 
third-gen-
e r a t i o n 
AFR In-
s u r a n c e 
agent, was 
raised on 
a dairy 
and beef 
farm east 
of Still-
water. He 

graduated from Quay High School, 
where he was involved in sports 
and judged beef and dairy cattle as 
a member of the FFA. After high 
school, he majored in business ad-
ministration at the University of 
Central Oklahoma in Edmond and 
was a member of the Oklahoma Na-
tional Guard from 1965 to 1971. 

In July 1973, Porter was hired by 
Oklahoma Farmers Union to adjust 
insurance claims, fi rst as a property 
loss adjuster and then as a multi-
line adjuster. By the 1980s, he was a 
claims department supervisor. 

During his 36-year career with 
AFR/OFU, Porter has worked direct-
ly with several organization presi-
dents in various capacities. He was 
elected AFR/OFU Vice President in 
2010 and remains an active insur-
ance agent through the agency he 
shares with his daughter in Edmond. 

He is a member of the Oklahoma 
Softball Hall of Fame, an Oklahoma 
High School Sports Association ref-
eree and a participant and member 
of the Player Youth Program. He 
is also a member of Lakeside Golf 
Course in Stillwater and has been a 
member of Sunnybrook Christian 
Church for 27 years.

Porter and his wife, Patti, have 
two daughters—Shandra, an AFR 
agent, and Tressa, married to At-
torney Jacob Diesselhorst—and 
three grandchildren. Porter’s par-
ents, Charles, Jr., and Alta were AFR 
agents and his grandfather, Charles 
Porter, Sr., was an OFU agent. His 
brother, Charles Porter III, contin-
ues the family agency in Stillwater.

Eric Bilderback, El Reno
E r i c 

B i l d e r -
back was 
raised on 
a small 
farm near 
El Reno. 
He earned 
an asso-
ciate de-
gree from 
E a s t e r n 

Oklahoma State College, a B.S. in Ag-
ricultural Education from OSU and 
an M.S. in Educational Leadership 
from Southern Nazarene University.

While working as the agricultural 
instructor in Chattanooga, Bilder-
back led his students in the class-
room, show ring and FFA competi-
tions. In 2002, he was named the 
Oklahoma Department of Career and 
Technology Education (CareerTech) 
Outstanding Young Agriculture 
Teacher of the Year.

In 2004, he became the Redlands 
Community College Agriculture/
Equine Department Head and Live-
stock Judging Coach. He managed 
the progressive agriculture program 
that encompassed 600 acres, served 
130 students and employed 20 peo-
ple. During his tenure, the program’s 
enrollment grew 125 percent and the 
budget increased 150 percent to $1.5 
million.

In 2006, Bilderback joined Okla-
homa CareerTech as an agricultural 
education program specialist. He su-
pervised 79 schools and 95 teachers 
in CareerTech’s southeast district, 
was a liaison between school admin-
istrators and instructors and man-
aged the entry-year teacher program 
with 42 new instructors.

Bilderback served on the AFR/
OFU Board of Directors from 2011 to 
2014. While on the board, he served 
as chairman of the Compensation 
Committee and was a member of the 
Audit and Building Committees.

Bilderback is currently the El 
Reno High School agricultural in-
structor and farms/ranches. He is a 
member of the Masonic Lodge, the 
Sirloin Club, the Oklahoma Cattle-
men’s Association and Heaston 
Community Church. He and his wife, 
Shelly, have been married 17 years 
and have one daughter, Lauren. 

Monte Womack, Morris
Monte 

Womack, 
M o r r i s , 
a 17-year 
AFR/OFU 
member, 
grew up 
in Idabel 
and was a 
state FFA 
offi cer. 

 At   
E a s t e r n 

Oklahoma State College, Womack 
was student senate president, Out-
standing Agriculture Student and a 
member of the Aggie Club and live-
stock judging team. He earned his 
bachelor’s and master’s in agricul-
tural education from OSU, where he 
was Collegiate FFA President and an 
Ag Council and Outstanding Colle-
giate member. 

Womack began teaching in 
Weleetka as an agricultural educa-
tion instructor. He received the Out-

standing Young Teacher Award, was 
elected to the Oklahoma Agricul-
ture Education Teachers’ Board and 
Oklahoma and National FFA Alumni 
Councils, and served on the National 
Agriculture Education Legislative 
Task Force and the National FFA 
Alumni Legislative Internship. 

Womack has served in admin-
istration for 17 years in Valliant, 
Hinton, Madill and Morris. He has 
been the Marshall County Chamber 
President, a 4-H program leader and 
a member of the OSU Extension Ad-
visory Council, Lions Club, Kiwanis 
and Masonic Lodge. 

Womack is past FFA Alumni 
Council Chairman and a member of 
the FFA Foundation Board. He is in 
the State FFA Offi cer Hall of Fame, 
holds Honorary State and American 
FFA Degrees, volunteers at OYE, and 
is the music director at Morris First 
Baptist Church.

Womack has been involved with 
the AFR/OFU Japan Exchange Pro-
gram, judging and speech contests, 
Youth Advisory Council, scholar-
ships and achievement awards.

Womack and his wife, Reina, have 
been married 34 years. They have 
fi ve sons, all lifetime FFA Alumni 
members. Two have served on the 
AFR/OFU      Youth Advisory Coun-
cil.   

 

The director seat for Southwest 
District #2 is up for election. Cur-
rently held by Joe Ed Kinder, Freder-
ick, Lee Horton, Lone Wolf, opposes.

Joe Ed 
K i n d e r , 
Frederick

Joe Ed 
K i n d e r 
grew up 
on a farm 
near Chat-
tanooga in 
T i l l m a n 
C o u n t y 
and grad-

uated from Chattanooga High School 
in 1960. He has been a member of 
Oklahoma Farmers Union since the 
late 1950s and has had Oklahoma 
Farmers Union or AFR Insurance 
since that time. 

Kinder and his wife, Jo Ann, 
were married in 1961 and have lived 
in the Chattanooga and Frederick 
area since then. The Kinder farming 
and ranching operation consists of 
wheat, cotton and cow/calf pairs on 
2,920 owned acres and 320 rented 
acres. The Kinders have two chil-
dren, nine grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

Kinder has served on the AFR/
OFU Policy Committee and Bylaws 
Committee, the NFU Policy Com-
mittee and the NFU Policy Working 
Group twice. He has also participat-
ed in the organization’s legislative 

action “fl y-ins” to Washington, D.C., 
was an NFU national delegate and 
has served the last 4 years on the 
AFR/OFU Board of Directors, work-
ing with the rest of the board to re-
build the AFR Insurance surplus. 

In addition to his service to AFR/
OFU, Kinder served on the Tillman 
County Rural Water District #1 for 
12 years, with 9 years as president, 
and on the Chattanooga Town Board 
for 18 years, with 12 years as mayor. 
He has also been chairman of the 
Chattanooga Public Works Author-
ity and chairman of the Chattanooga 
Airport Board. He has also served on 
the Oklahoma Wheat Growers As-
sociation Board and chaired the Red 
River Terrace Water Authority.

   
Lee Hor-
ton, Lone 
Wolf

L e e 
H o r t o n , 
47, is a 
l i fe - long 
r e s i d e n t 
of Kiowa 
C o u n t y 
and a 
l i fe - long 
m e m b e r 

of AFR/OFU. He owns and operates 
a cow/calf operation near Lone Wolf. 
In addition to farming since 1990, he 
has been employed in road mainte-
nance by Kiowa County for 18 years. 

Horton was raised on a cattle and 
wheat farm near Hobart and gradu-
ated from Roosevelt High School in 
1986. He was a member of Class XII 
of the Oklahoma Agriculture Leader-
ship Program (OALP). 

Horton has served on the local Ki-
owa County AFR/OFU board for sev-
eral years and is currently the presi-
dent. He has attended many AFR/
OFU state conventions.

Horton has served the Lone Wolf 
community as a volunteer fi reman 
for 20 years. He is currently the Lone 
Wolf Fire Chief. He has also served 
on the Lone Wolf School Board since 
1997, including holding the offi ces of 
president, vice president and secre-
tary. He is a former member of his 
conservation district and, through 
civic duties, he has overseen legis-
lative issues and many lobbying op-
portunities at the Oklahoma Capitol.  

Horton and his wife, Margie, have 
been married 24 years and are mem-
bers of the First Baptist Church of 
Lone Wolf. They have 5 children—
Courtney, Trenton, Mary, Johnny 
and Joey. In his spare time, Horton 
enjoys spending time with his family 
by camping and fi shing. 

   
The At-Large #1 director seat is 

up for election. The seat is currently 
held by Roy Perryman, Stigler. Op-

Turn to CANDIDATES, 12
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ponents are Matt Burris, Stratford, 
and Ryan Plemmons, Broken Bow.

Roy Perryman, Stigler
R o y 

P e r r y -
man, Sti-
gler, was 
named to 
the AFR/
O F U 
Board of 
Directors 
in 2012, 
fi lling a 
v a c a n c y 
left by the 

passing of Harry Jordan.
Perryman has a wealth of experi-

ence and knowledge that will serve 
the organization well. He has previ-
ously served on the AFR/OFU Board 
of Directors from 1992 to 2003.

Perryman was fi rst appointed as 
an agent with Oklahoma Farmers 
Union in December 1973 and started 
the Perryman Insurance Agency in 
1974. He was named the AFRMIC 
Commercial Lines Top Producer in 
2002. He sold the agency in May 
2011, but retains his agent status 
with AFR.

Perryman earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in agricultural education from 
Oklahoma State University. Prior to 
becoming an OFU agent, he worked 
as an agricultural education instruc-
tor in Ames, Okla., and Paden, Okla. 
He has also worked in sales and pub-
lic relations for the Shawnee Milling 
Company in Shawnee, Okla.

In addition to his AFR/OFU lead-
ership roles, Perryman served on the 
Haskell County Hospital Board from 
1990 to 2002. He has also served on 
the Haskell County Fair and Show 
Committee and the Eureka Free 
Will Baptist Executive Board. He 
is a member of the Stigler/Haskell 
County Chamber of Commerce, the 
Stigler Lions Club and the Ringwood 
Masonic Lodge. He is also the own-
er-operator of Perryman, Inc.

Perryman has been married to his 
wife, Judy, for 46 years. They have 
two daughters and four grandchil-
dren.

Matt Burris, Stratford
M a t t 

B u r r i s 
s t u d i e d 
e q u i n e 
m a n a g e -
ment at 
M u r r a y 
State Col-
lege and 
a n i m a l 
science at 
O k l a h o -

ma State University. He worked for 
more than 20 years in the feed in-
dustry and was the sales manager for 
Evergreen Mills for 8 years, where he 
was responsible for a network of 250 
dealers and 12 salesmen in 5 states. 

Burris purchased the Stratford 
Insurance Agency in 2003, during 

Continued from CONVENTION, 1
a time when Oklahoma Farmers 
Union was not writing new business. 
He learned a lot from this diffi cult 
experience and others over the past 
10 years. Burris has grown his book 
of business by more than 50 percent 
in recent years and, in 2013, he pur-
chased the Wanette Insurance Agen-
cy, incorporating it into the Stratford 
offi ce.

Burris has been married to his 
wife, Renee, for 27 years. They have 
two sons currently attending OSU. 
Burris has been on several commit-
tees and boards with local civic or-
ganizations and his church. In his 
spare time, he enjoys golf.

Ryan Plemmons, Broken Bow
R y a n 

P l e m -
mons was 
raised on 
a cattle, 
p o u l t r y 
and swine 
farm near 
Battiest in 
southeast-
ern Okla-
homa. He 
was on the 

livestock judging team for both Con-
nors State College and Oklahoma 
State University and graduated with 
a degree in agricultural sciences. 

After graduation, Plemmons was 
employed by Oklahoma Farm Bu-
reau as an insurance agent. He spent 
fi ve years working in McCurtain 
and Sequoyah Counties before pur-
chasing his fi rst AFR/OFU agency 
in Panama. He currently owns and 
operates the Plemmons Insurance 
Agency in Broken Bow. He has been 
a top producer for both the AFR 
Life Company and AFR Insurance 
through property sales.

Plemmons’ AFR/OFU involve-
ment includes serving as chairman 
of the policy committee, initiating 
the AFR/OFU Livestock Judging 
contest, judging speech contests, 
initiating a local speech contest in 
preparation for the state contest, as-
sisting with the AFR/OFU Livestock 
Achievement Competition, working 
the Tulsa State Fair booth and lob-
bying at the state capitol and on leg-
islative action fl y-ins to Washington, 
D.C.

Plemmons has served as presi-
dent of the AFR Insurance Agents 
Association and is currentlly presi-
dent of the McCurtain Spring Live-
stock Show, a member of the McCur-
tain County Fair Board and active in 
various community organizations, 
including the Chamber of Commerce 
and Leaders in Agriculture. 

Plemmons, his wife, Cindy, and 
their children, Kaylan and Blaine, re-
side on their Angus cow-calf opera-
tion near Battiest. Plemmons enjoys 
coaching summer league baseball 
and showing Angus cattle with his 
children.

AFR/OFU Welcomes 
New Heights, Oppor-
tunties with New Fu-
ture Leader Program

The future begins now. There is 
not an organization around that has 
done more in the last 110 years to 
build young adults than AFR/OFU. 
Realizing we must continually strive 
for betterment and that tomorrow is 
the fi rst day of the rest of our lives, 
we have initiated a new program 
called the “Future Leaders Program” 
(FLP). It is designed to reinvest in 
the lives of active, aggressive-in-
volved adults, whether they are as-
piring young adults or progressive, 
established adults.

Our idea in starting the FLP was 
to target millennial-aged adults (age 
30 +/-). However, we quickly real-
ized a 50-year-old adult today is still 
interested in continuing to improve 
their personal and professional skills 
and achieve the most success possi-
ble in the next 15-20 or more years of 
their lives. Likewise, aspiring young 
20+ year olds need all the help they 
can get to avoid common mistakes 
and to be motivated, equipped and 
encouraged to reach their ultimate 
potential. Whether you want to be-
come a leader as a farmer, rancher, 
accountant, doctor, lawyer, teacher 
or some other professional while 
also becoming a better community 
leader, husband, wife and parent—
we welcome you! The goal of AFR/
OFU through the FLP is to expose 
participants to the latest technology, 
the brightest minds, the way govern-
ment and business works and what 
you can do to “make a difference”—
another way we plan to give back in 
honor of our heritage. Initial mem-
bership is not required!

We welcome Megan Albright to 

fi ll the new 
FLP Coordi-
nator posi-
tion. Megan 
Sturgeon Al-
bright grew 
up in Goltry, 
Okla., on a 
cattle ranch 
and wheat 
farm. Active 
in FFA, FC-
CLA, 4-H and AFR youth activities, 
Albright knows the importance of 
self-development opportunities.

After graduation from Timberlake 
High School, she attended Hutchin-
son Community College in Hutchin-
son, Kan., on a full livestock judging 
scholarship. She transferred to OSU 
where she graduated with a B.S. in 
Agricultural Education. Albright was 
the agricultural education instructor 
in Cherokee, Okla., for three years 
prior to getting married.

Albright followed her husband, 
a land man for a seismograph com-
pany, to Wyoming and Pennsylva-
nia before they returned to Okla-
homa to put down roots. During this 
time, Albright gained experience 
in marketing and catering and was 
the Resource Development Director 
for a Boys & Girls Club in Douglas, 
Wyo., where she solicited funding, 
designed and initiated the Boys and 
Girls Club farm and ranch program. 
Albright and her husband, Clay, now 
reside in northwest Oklahoma City. 

For more information on the 
FLP, contact Megan Albright at 
malbright@afrmic.com or 405-218-
5416. For current information on 
all AFR/OFU activities, follow the 
American Farmers & Ranchers Face-
book page.

Story by
TERRY DETRICK

AFR/OFU President

Osage County &
Local Organizations 
Announce Meetings

Osage County & Local #260
Thursday, January 22, 2015 @ 6:30 
p.m. Osage County Fairgrounds Of-
fi ce Building.

LOCAL #462
Monday, January 26, 2015 @ 6 p.m.
Jason Nutt Agency, 106 W. 9th,, 
Paden, Okla. 
There will be a business meeting with 
election of offi cers.
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Food drives are an excellent and inexpensive way to give back to the Oklahoma community. Regional Food Bank of 
Oklahoma photo

Women’s Committee Kicks Off 
2015 Food Drive Initiative

Recently the 2015 Women’s Com-
mittee met to discuss initiatives for 
the upcoming year. After listening to 
several speakers, the Committee de-
cided the 2015 AFR/OFU Women’s 
Initiative would be to champion the 
hunger crisis facing many Oklaho-
mans throughout the state.

Teaming up with the Regional 
Food Bank of Oklahoma and the 
Oklahoma Food Bank of Tulsa, the 
women’s committee is challenging 
AFR/OFU members statewide to 
donate 50,000 meals by the end of 
2015. The “Drive Away Hunger with 
AFR” campaign will kick off with a 

canned food drive January 19-30. 
A competition will be held for 

your local or organization to compete 
for most meals donated. Winners 
will be announced at the AFR/OFU 
state convention February 14 during 
the annual women’s luncheon. First 
place will receive $250; second place 
will receive $150 and third place will 
receive $100.

Please bring your nonperishable 
canned items to your local agency by 
January 30 to be entered in the com-
petition. All items will be donated 
back to your local food pantry for 
this portion of the “Drive Away Hun-
ger with AFR Campaign.” 

According to the Regional Food 
Bank of Oklahoma, most needed 

Story by
MEGAN ALBRIGHT

FLP Coordinator

Birdsong 
Named 
AFR/OFU 
Chaplain

Lendell Birdsong, Blanchard, has 
been named chaplain by the AFR/
OFU Board of Directors. Birdsong 
and his wife, Cynthia, have pas-
tored the Trinity Holiness Church 
in Blanchard for 25 years. Birdsong 
pastored former Chaplain Braunell 
Richey before he passed away in July 
2013. 

From a long line of ministers, 
Birdsong’s grandfather pioneered 
church works in the area and his fa-
ther began evangelizing at 15-years-
old in Kentucky and now, at 86, 
marks 71 years of ministry. Bird-
song’s siblings also pastor in Kelly-
ville, Okla., and Arkansas. Most of 
the Birdsong family are singers and 
musicians.

Twenty-two years ago, Bird-
song began ministering at the Jesus 
House in downtown Oklahoma City 
with Jesus House co-founder Sister 
Ruth Wynne. For more than 10 years 
he and Trinity Holiness Church 
have transported residents and cli-
ents from the downtown location to 
Blanchard for Sunday service, where 
an extensive feeding and clothing 
ministry is delivered. For the past 
nine years, Birdsong has been also 
extensively involved in missionary 
work in Haiti, Costa Rica, Guatama-
la and Panama.

Birdsong has been a real estate in-
vestor for 36 years since constructing 
his fi rst house at 20-years-old.  His 
grandfather was a member of Okla-
homa Farmers Union and Birdsong 
joined as a policyholder in the early 
1980s. Birdsong has also worked for 
the Braunell and Dorothy Richey In-
surance Agency as an agent where he 
sold P&C and life products.

The Birdsongs have served as del-
egates to the annual state conven-
tion. This year, Birdsong will assume 
full chaplain duties, leading conven-
tion attendees in the annual memo-
rial recognition, invocations, etc.

• Access to Quality Farm, Home, Auto and Life Insurance
• Media Response, Information,  Promotion and Public             

Relations Services
• Legislative Representation at National, State and
         Local Levels
• Policy Development and Education
• $5,000 Reward Program for Arson, Theft or 
         Vandalism to AFR Property Insureds

• Discount Medical Flight Membership Program 
• Discounts on Rental Cars and Hotels
• Dental and Vision Plan
• Discounts on Constant Contact Direct E-mail Marketing
• Discounts on Offi ce and School Supplies
• Discounts on Legal Services

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITSMEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
To learn more about how to access your AFR/OFU

benefi ts, visit: http://www.iafr.com/benefi ts.

GENERAL BENEFITS DISCOUNT BENEFITS

MEDIA BENEFITS
• Subscription to the Quarterly AFR/OFU News & Views
• Subscription to the News & Views Insider E-Newsletter
• Subscription to the National Farmers Union E-Newsletter
• Free Classifi ed Advertising in Quarterly Publication

YOUTH BENEFITS
• Speech and Poster Contests 
• State and County Educational Scholarships
• Youth Leadership Summit
• Agricultural Contests
• Youth Sponsorships

items include canned meat and 
meat-based soups, canned fruits and 
vegetables, peanut butter, pasta and 
brown rice. Please remember opened 
or homemade items, rusty cans and 
institutional-sized products cannot 
be accepted.

Members of the 2015 Women’s 
Committee are Suzanne Gilbert 
(chair), Tecumseh; Lisa Blubaugh, 
Tonkawa,;Julie Brown, Sapulpa; 
Angela Frew, Cleveland; Keri Den-
nis, Okemah; Pamela Livingston, 
Seiling; Katrina Sperle, Cordell; and 
Crystie Shebester, Chickasha. 

For more information, contact 
Megan Albright at malbright@afr-
mic.com or 405-218-5418.   
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A New Year is a Great 
Time to Check Your 

Beneficiaries

As the new year rolls around, 
Americans everywhere will be mak-
ing New Year’s resolutions and hop-
ing for a fresh start. While many 
Oklahomans may be wishing away 
their holiday waistline, the AFR Life 
Company reminds you that your fi -
nancial health is important, too.

A new year is a great benchmark 
to check on your insurance policies 
to ensure they are as current as pos-
sible. When it comes to life insur-
ance, your benefi ciaries are an im-
portant part of your fi nancial plan. 
If you have not reviewed your poli-
cies in a while, now is a great time to 
make sure your benefi ciary informa-
tion is up to date.

What is a beneficiary?
The benefi ciary or benefi ciaries 

you name are the people you would 
like your assets to go to when you die.

What is the difference between a 
primary and a contingent benefi-
ciary?

The primary benefi ciary is the 
fi rst person you want to receive the 

proceeds of your life insurance poli-
cy. There can be more than one pri-
mary benefi ciary. 

Example: Primary benefi ciary: 
50 percent to John Doe, son, and 50 
percent to Jane Doe, daughter.

The contingent benefi ciary is the 
second person you want to receive 
the proceeds of your life insurance 
policy should the primary be de-
ceased or not meet specifi c service-
able qualifi cations you have instruct-
ed. There can be more than one 
contingent benefi ciary just as the ex-
ample above appears. 

How often should I review my 
beneficiary designations?

Life events such as marriage, birth 
of a child, starting your own busi-
ness, a divorce or a death are great  
reasons to review your benefi ciary 
designation and see if your objec-
tive has changed. Your designation 
should be reviewed periodically.  

The beneficiary I named has died; 
do I need to name a new one?

Since a death certifi cate of the de-
ceased benefi ciary would be required 
at claim time it is best to update your 
benefi ciary designation if one of your 
named benefi ciaries has died. 

Story by
SHERRY HENRICKS &

DELINDA JONES
AFR Life Insurance

This is a great basic recipe that you 
can use in any meal where you would 
have used mashed potatoes. To create 
mashed sweet potatoes, substitute 3 
large sweet potatoes for the head of cau-
lifl ower.

Ingredients
1 Large Head of Caulifl ower, Cut into small pieces
2 Tbsp. Butter
1 Tbsp. Heavy Cream
1/2  Cup Grated Cheddar or Parmesan
Salt and Pepper to Taste

Directions 
1. Steam caulifl ower or sweet po-

Spanish Braised Chicken & Cheesy Mashed CauliflowerSpanish Braised Chicken & Cheesy Mashed Cauliflower

Start off your New Year’s Resolution 
right with this healthy Spanish dish!

Ingredients
4 Large Boneless Skinless Chicken Breasts
3 Bell Peppers, Any Color
1 Sliced Onion
2 Chopped Garlic Cloves
Large Sprig of Thyme (or 1 1/2 tsp dried)
1/2 Cup Dry Sherry
Juice from 1/2 an Orange
12 Large Pitted Green Olives, Chopped
Sea Salt & Freshly Ground Black Pepper , To Taste
1 Tbsp. Butter

Directions
1. Put butter in bottom of slow 

cooker.
2. Add chicken and season with 

salt and pepper. Put thyme on top of 
chicken.

3. Add peppers, onion and garlic.
4. Mix sherry and orange juice.  

Pour over chicken and vegetables.
5. Cover and cook on low 6-8 hs.

tatoes until very soft.
2. Add the rest of the ingredients 

and process until smooth.
3. Freeze in meal-size containers 

and reheat in microwave as desired.

AFR Employees Do-
nate Time at the Okla-

homa Kids Korral
This Christmas season, AFR In-

surance Employee Activity Commit-
tee (EAC) spent time with the chil-
dren at the OK Kids Korral. They 
made pizzas of different varieties, 
baked cookies and made crafts. 

The EAC also donated turkey din-
ners to each of the families that use 
the Korral on a regular basis, 16 in 
total, so they could have a traditional 
Christmas dinner. The dinners con-
sisted of a turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, salad and rolls. 

December’s volunteers were  Rick 
Baranek, Joann Whittington, Rob 
Travis, Kimberly Johnston, Berna-
dette Autrey, Megan Albright, Dadri-
an Long, Michelle Rowch, Sherry 
Henricks, Danielle Jackson, Danielle 
Rogers and Tracy Knoche.

“We all had a wonderful time giv-
ing back. I’ve already gotten volun-
teers ready to get involved with our 
next event at the Kids Korral,” said 
EAC President Tracy Knoche.

OK Kids Korral provides a cost-
free, convenient and comfortable 
home for pediatric cancer patients 
receiving treatment at The Children’s 
Hospital at OU Medical Center, Peg-
gy & Charles Stephenson Cancer 
Center and other nearby facilities.

The Korral’s website states: 
“There is no greater gift than keep-
ing families strong and together dur-
ing a diffi cult time. If we can allevi-
ate stress on a family, encourage a 
brother or sister and comfort a sick 
child, then we will make a difference 
in the fi ght against cancer.”

The OK Kids Korral is a project of 
the Toby Keith Foundation. 

Information Provided by
TRACY KNOCHE

EAC President

AFR employees Rob Travis and Dadrian Long 
help children make Olaf snowmen. Staff photo

Spanish Braised Chicken Mashed Cauliflower
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Youth Excell at 70th State Speech Contest

Winners of the Junior AFR category: (left to right) 
Riley Hopkins, Keys, third place; Reagan Detrick, 
Ringwood, second place; and Peyton Burns, 
Kingfi sher, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Intermediate AFR category: (left 
to right) Brylee McCue, Fairview, third place; 
Madelyn Gerken, Kingfi sher, second place; and 
Adrienne Foster, Prague, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Senior AFR category: (left to right) 
Paige Garza, Yukon, third place; Hannah Tanker-
sly, Eufaula, second place; and Kalee Horn, Ed-
mond, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Novice AFR category: (left to 
right) Morley Griffi th, Shawnee, third place; 
Braden Burns, Kingfi sher, second place; and 
Kale Campbell, Jet, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Junior Student Organization cat-
egory: (left to right) Madison Stephens, Weath-
erford, third place; Brantlee Cox, Morrison, sec-
ond place; and Emily Garrett, Kingfi sher, fi rst 
place. 

Winners of the Intermediate Student Organi-
zation category: (left to right) Amarie Griffi th, 
Cushing, third place; Tucker Jackson, Calera, 
second place; and Taylor Chapman, Kingfi sher, 
fi rst place. 

Winners of the Senior Student Organization cat-
egory: (left to right) Zachery Ilbery, Checotah, 
third place; Colton Smith, Kingfi sher, second 
place; and Shiane Hood, Calumet, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Intermediate Extemporaneous 
category: (left to right) Brooklan Light, Garber, 
second place; and Katie Ashton, Elgin, fi rst 
place. 

Winners of the Junior Natural Resources catego-
ry: (left to right) Emily Kennedy, Edmond, third 
place; Jacob Grellner, Cushing, second place; 
and Hunter Slater, Fairview, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Intermediate Natural Resources 
category: (left to right) Dawson Haworth, Fair-
view, third place; Kristen Webb, Haskell, second 
place; and Hailea Hooten, Perkins-Tryon, fi rst 
place. 

Winners of the Senior Natural Resources catego-
ry: (left to right) Brayden Foley, Kingfi sher, third 
place; Austin Grellner, Cushing, second place; 
and Samantha Howe, Sulphur, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Senior Extemporaneous catego-
ry: (left to right) Seth McLaughlin, Prague, third 
place; Vanessa Wiebe, Hooker, second place; 
and Vivienne Hassenbeck, Elgin, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Junior Agribusiness category: (left 
to right) Elaina Eddlemon, Prague, third place; 
Baleigh Brickman, Kingfi sher, second place; and 
Kaylee Holt, Shattuck, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Intermediate Agribusiness cat-
egory: (left to right) Rylee Detrick, Ringwood, 
third place; Connor Holderread, Cushing, sec-
ond place; and Anna Crosswhite, Kingfi sher, fi rst 
place. 

Winners of the Senior Agribusiness category: 
(left to right) Blaine Maye, Haworth, third place; 
Brooks McKinney, Spiro, second place; and Lau-
ren Lacy, Edmond, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Junior Agriscience category: (left 
to right) Lillie Snider, Glencoe, third place; Bree 
Kisling, Chisholm, second place; and Reagan 
Stephens, Weatherford, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Intermediate Agriscience cat-
egory: (left to right) Dillon Ponder, Bristow, 
third place; Addison Themer, Kingfi sher, second 
place; and Meredith Proctor, Owasso, fi rst place. 

Winners of the Senior Agriscience category: (left 
to right) Sage Holder, Edmond, third place; Jaryn 
Frey, Kingfi sher, second place; and Karli Jones, 
Adair, fi rst place. 

COMING SOON!
COMING SOON!
COMING SOON!

AFR/OFU State 
Scholarship
Applications

Scholarship applications will be 
available by February 1.

Applications can
be found at:

www.iafr.com/ youth-education

Completed applications must 
be returned by April 15, 2015.

For more information,
contact:

 Blaire Boyer at bboyer@afrmic.com
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AFR/OFU President Terry Detrick (left), Youth & Education Coordinator Blaire Boyer (cen-
ter right) and At-Large Director #1 (right) pose with the High 4-H Individual Kaylyn Branen, 
Rogers County (top), and the High FFA Individual Carlie Toon, Coweta (bottom). Staff photo

AFR Donates to
Oklahoma Schools

Each year, AFR/OFU sponsors 
the high individuals at the Tulsa 
State Fair Cattle Grading Contest. 
Each winner receives a cash award 
and a prize belt buckle.

Prior to the contest itself, cattle 
grading experts hold a seminar to 
teach newcomers and refresh the 

minds of contest veterans. 
What began as a small event has 

mushroomed into a several-hundred 
student contest. AFR/OFU is proud 
to be a major sponsor of a contest 
that serves students from across the 
state.

IT’S CALENDAR TIME!

We’re already planning next year’s 
calendar and we need your help!

We want to celebrate the unique places, people and events 
across Oklahoma. If you have a knack for photography and 

already have some great shots, we’d love to see them! If you 
know of any interesting places or events in your home area,

we want to know about that, too. We might visit you!

For more information, or to request a 
disclaimer and release form, contact:

AFR Communications & Content Manager 
Laici Wedel

(405)218-5557 or lwedel@afrmic.com

AFR Donates to
Oklahoma Schools

Spectators may only see the bright 
lights and pretty smiles at Oklaho-
ma’s livestock premium auctions, 
but a lot of blood, sweat and tears 
are behind each young showman or 
showwoman and their animal when 
they have gotten to that point. The 
work involved in preparing show an-
imals for their time to shine begins 
months in advance, without any of 
the glitz.  

When livestock showmen, with 
the help of agricultural education 
instructors, family members and 
friends, select their animals at a 
young age, the show day preparation 
process commences. Whether their 
animal is a bovine, sheep, goat or pic, 
working the animal’s hair and skin 
is an everyday process, along with 
training, walking and keeping the  
animals generally healthy and com-
fortable. Along with those responsi-
bilities, the morning and night feed-
ing and watering quickly becomes a 

full-time job for students. For many, 
thoughts of the long nights and early 
mornings go by the wayside when 
they see their hard work paying off 
with the winning handshake from a 
judge or the paycheck at the end of 
the season.

AFR invests more than $25,000 
annually at both the Tulsa State Fair 
and Oklahoma Youth Expo premium 
auctions. Every dollar invested goes 
directly to the livestock showmen 
and showwomen who make the pre-
mium sales and are AFR/OFU mem-
bers or policyholders.

When the offi cial list of premium 
sale animals  has been determined, it 
is sent to buyers and supporters who 
carefully search the list to fi nd people 
who are associated with their compa-
ny or organization. At the sale, each 
buyer will purchase animals outright 
or add on money to selected animals 
purchased by other buyers. 

AFR/OFU knows how much hard 
work is behind a successful show 
season. We are proud to be a sponsor 
of these premium sales.

Story by
BLAIRE BOYER

Youth & Education Coordinator

Top: (from left) Northwest Field Rep Wade Parker and At-Large Director # 2 Justin Cowan 
with Rylee Simpson, Locust Grove FFA. Middle: (from left) Southeast District Director Bob 
Holley, Vice President John Porter, Secretary Paul Jackson, Southwest District Director Joe 
Ed Kinder and Director Cowan with Ryder Klaassen, Hydro-Eakly 4-H. Bottom Left: (from left) 
Vice President Porter, Director Holley and Northeast District Director Jim Shelton with Guess 
Leonard, Sequoyah FFA. Bottom Right: (from left) Field Rep Parker and Director Kinder with 
Carley Mahurin, Fairland FFA. Staff photos






